Theories in Psychology       
A.  Essays
1.  “Asian” and “American” ways of thinking as described in Nisbett.  
Both Americans and Asians have a different view of events and objects. Their view of objects and events are similar in that each of the groups usually views objects and events in their different ways.

The American way of thinking involves not paying attention to the contexts while Asians are keener on the context. Americans single out key characteristics as compared to Asians, who view something as a whole.
On knowledge organization, Americans focus more on categories while Asians pay attention to the relationships of objects and events. To Asians, the interrelatedness of objects is crucial as compared to just categorizing them.
In regards to reasoning, Americans prefer using forms logic while Asians are prone to logic, fallacies, and contradictions to guide and support their reasoning.
Americans think a lot about mathematics compared to the Asians. The American thinking makes them believe that being mathematically smart is a natural thing they are born with. For Asians, they think mathematics is a skill that can only be acquired by learning.
Asians think negatively and expect changes with time. On the contrary, Americans tend to be optimistic and believe things will always continue the way they are. If things are good for an American, he thinks they will get better while for an Asian, when things are good now, the worse is on the way.
Scientifically, Americans think in a more organized way and are focused on the exact idea or thing. On the other hand, Asians pay attention to complexities and ambiguities based on their observations.

Americans also tend to think in an individualistic manner. An American always believes that he/she can do it by herself while the Asians believe in concerted efforts. As Asian believes that for him/her to do something, they have to act as a group.
2.  Relativism and subjectivism

 
Relativism involves believing that morals are relative and not absolute. Relativists believe that morals are shaped by social customs and beliefs. Subjectivism places the responsibility of morality on an individual. To subjectivists, an individual decides whether on not to be moral. Relativism argues that something is either right or wrong depending on the context. For example, if one believes it is right for them to steal because they are hungry, then it becomes right for them to do so. Relativism also notes that something can either be true or false depending on the reason why one is treating it as so. There is, therefore, nothing that is always false or true rather, truthfulness and falsehood change based on contexts.

Relativism is self-conflicting. Relativists hold that man is the ultimate measure of all things and this contradicts their arguments that in every situation, a man can judge something as false or right. Man can, therefore, judge the claim that a man is the ultimate measure of all things and depending on whether it suits him, decides it is either wrong or right. The view that something becomes right or wrong if society judges it as so, contradicts moral relativism. However much support an idea has, if it is immoral then it is simply immoral despite how many people approve of it. The idea that moral standards differ from society to society, is problematic. Since morals exist to guide society, immorality cannot be good for one society and bad for another. For example, stealing cannot be justified as good by any society.

Subjectivism encourages individualism by letting one live in his world where there is no agreement with other people on what is right or wrong. Since it encourages us to make decisions based on our feelings of whether something is moral or immoral, it limits our ability to rationally assess matters ethically. Subjectivism in itself is misleading. It makes us believe that we can trust our feelings in making moral decisions yet feelings are often misleading. Subjectivism does not differentiate between what is right and wrong. Since each individual has their judgment, there can be several judgments on morality.
   An individual can either be a relativist or subjectivist. One cannot be both because of the contrasting natures of these two principles.

3.  Vision & virtues approach to moral development, contrasting it with Kohlberg’s approach. 
 
Moral development becomes virtuous only if the characteristics of a certain character perceived to be educational are based on ethical virtues while Kohlberg argues that the foundation of education should be based on justice.
B.  Possible short answer questions: 
 (I may not ask many, or any, of these. Nevertheless, they may help you notice things.)
1.  Should parents teach their children what to believe, or should they let them make up their minds? What is Midgley’s answer? 
      We should teach children what to believe
2.  How come Asians are so good at math but not logic?  
     Mathematics is explanatory while Asians view logic as irrational to rely on

3.  What differences in educational philosophy seem to be embodied in Eastern and Western cultures?  
      The eastern culture of encouraging collectivism is responsible for the Chinese education system encourages universality amidst diversity. American culture encourages individualism. It emphasizes individual progress and an individual's capabilities. This explains why American society is capitalist.
4.  Describe and illustrate Nisbett’s position concerning cultural relativism.

A person’s beliefs are based on one's culture. For example, if stealing food is right in one's society, then he/she should be judged based on their societal values.
5.  What are the three differences mentioned in Nisbett that illustrate how domains of ordinary life embody the general pattern of differences in thinking between Asian and American cultures?  For example, what differences are there in organizational behavior, in international relations, in the legal system, in medicine, in science, in debate and rhetoric, in human rights, in religion, and business (e.g., contracts)?

Asians prefer analyzing things contextually while Americans prefer focusing on the features. Americans readily organize their thinking based on specific categories while Asians base their thinking on the interrelationships between objects. Americans are optimistic about change while Asians are pessimistic
6.  What are three important things you have learned about the judgment that goes beyond the usual ways that psychology textbooks “define” judgment?

Judgment heavily relies on our values. Judgment involves passionately giving. Judgment requires commitment and faith.
C.  Other questions will most likely be True-False.
1.  When Geert Hofstede studied IBM employees from various cultures, he found that the values highlighted by the “company culture” completely overshadowed the differences in values emphasized by the various national cultures from which the workers came.
True
